
EDWARD PO ND never claimed to be a 

ceram ics expert wh en he won the co m m ission 

fo r th eir d esign in 19 87 . (6) H e had a proven 

tr ack record for del iver ing work o n time 

a nd to budge t , an im po rt ant quality for an 

histo ric C ity abo u t ro ho st 4 00'1. an niversary 

celeb ra t ions ro be a tten d ed by H :M . Q uee n 

Elizabc th II and th e expected arr ival of ma n: 

tha n two m illion visiro rs.IZ) 

It was to Po nd 's good fortune rhar he 

knew the man he wante d ro co llaborate wi th 

if h is design ideas we re to tran sfer suc cess fu lly 

to the med iu m o f ceram ic ti ling. H e turned to 

Kennet h C lark, MBE, one of on ly a hand ful 

o f stu d io ceram icists working in the U K a t 

that ti me wh o had th e necessary technical 

experi enc e and or ganizarion al ski lls ro 

undertake suc h a large scale ceram ic p roject. 

As Ed ward Po nd frecly adm its 'without (his) 

help the p roject wouldn't have worked ; 'It is 

tota/(l' m)' design, bu t if there fire fill)' chemistry 

or mechanics in it , they are total6' Kenneth? (1\) 
One of the lim tasks Po nd se t Clark 

was to mat ch, in glaze , a swa tch o f printed 

co lou rs on card rha; he wan ted 1'0 usc. 'I i) th e 

non cerami cist , this seemed a srra igh rforwa rd 

teq ues t. To Ken ne th C lark it was a techn ical 

challenge th at requ ired me ticulo us and time 

consu ming effo rt; as C lark modestl y describes 

it 'Sollie (co lour s) toere very difficult to get right 

but, in tb « end, / /IIanaged to develop a/I of 
them '. (9 ) 

'1he Armada \X1ay p roj ect proved to be a 

learn ing p ro ce~ fo r bo th m en . \X1hil e Cla rk 

taugh t Pond th e ce ramic techniques that he 

needed ro tra nsfe r rhe design o nto gla zcd ti les, 

Ed d ie Po nd , in his rum wa nted and produced 

pain terly cflecrs in glaze on a scale tha i 

Kennet h C lark had never befor e at tempted . 

There arc tWO notable exam ples: the first is 

Pond's splashing of glaze on to tile by Aick ing 

a pa int brush loaded wi th glazc o n ro a panel 

YOu paint mud andgetjewels
 
Edwa rd Pond is per haps best kno wn for his 

wo rk wi th Bri tish Rail (Ne tw or k So uthe ast). 

H e was respo nsib le fo r rome b rand ing, 

design ing ven ue posters and logo design s 

for Network So ut he ast be tween 1987 ­

1992 (ie un til Brit ish Rail was priva rised ). 

H is caree r as a designer has been a lo ng 

and successfu l o ne. H e trai ned in text iles 

a t the Royal College of Arr in the I9 50s 

and se t up Edwa rd Po nd Associ at es Ltd in 

1976 wo rking tor (amongst m any other 

clients): Boots th e C hem ist, British Airpo rts 

Authority, \X1edgwood, Ma rley T ile, the 

N atio na l Trust , C rown \'(/allpapers, f o rd 

Moto r C o and Lin guap hone, H e was also 

for man y yea rs co-own er and C ha irma n 

of Pap erchasc Produc ts Ltd (196 9- 198 3). 

H e is a Fellow of th e Royal Soc iery o f Arts 

and Past President of the Chartered Socie ty 

o f Designers ( 198 1-198 3) C o nt act: 2 N o rth 

Several. Lo nd on SE3 OQR, Tel: 020 8 3 18 

64 13. ema il: ecpo nd@ d irco n .co. uk 

Kenneth C lark is the foundcr, wi th his wife 

An n , of Kenn eth C lark C eram ics of Lewes, 

Sussex . H e opened h is lirst stud io in the 

1950 s and has a lifetime o f expe rie nce in 

ceram ic rile mak ing. In 2002 he pub lished 

h is fou rt h boo k on ce ram ics: The Tile, 

kll1k illg Designillg and [h i llg, Crowood Press. 

H is cl ients over rhc year s to r bo th ind ivid ual 

t iles and large tile panels include: Wairrose 

su perm arke ts, th e London Borough of 

H ar row (Ci vic C ent re) and Lewes L l\V 

C o urt s (where he was invol ved in matching 

th e co lour and de sign o f til es in situ) . H e has 

co llabo rate d with ot hers o n m an y schemes, 

his invol vement always so ug h t became of 

h is part icular techn ical experti se with tile 

making and reproduct ion . Kcnncrb C lark 

was awarded the ivlBE in 1990 for serv ices 

to Art and D esign . In 199 1 he was p resented 

wi th th e Silver M edal of th e Society of 

Des igner C raftsma n 
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